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FACTSHEET 

FIREWORKS DISPLAYS 

 
Are you thinking of holding a fireworks display? 
 
Fireworks displays may be held for events such as: 
 

 Organised Public Displays  
A community event organised by a community or private organisation e.g. shows, fetes, carnivals 
and cultural, religious or sporting events. A community event is any event that is open to the 
public whether or not for a fee. 
 

 Theatrical display  
­ Film and television special effects; or 
­ Indoor or outdoor theatrical events e.g. concerts and performing arts special effects  

 

 Technical, non-display purposes  
Industrial and agricultural purposes e.g. chimney testing  

 
This Factsheet is intended to assist you with planning for the event in the Yass Valley area. 
 
What is involved if the display is on Council land? 
 
Authority to use Council owned or controlled land for a fireworks display will only be issued for 
community events.  
 
To use Council owned or controlled land you will need to make a booking to ensure the event does not 
clash with other users or activities. Fees associated with the use of Council land are included in Council’s 
annual Operational Plan. Bookings can be made through Council’s Customer Service Centre. 
 
Prior to the event you will need to obtain Development Consent from Council and the necessary permit 
from SafeWork NSW.  
 
The event must be conducted in accordance with the requirements of the approvals. 
 
Do I need approval? 
 
With any fireworks event approval is needed from SafeWork NSW. The attached Fireworks Display 
Checklist assists with the requirements of this process. 
 
Fireworks displays can only be held if a Pyrotechnicians Licence or Fireworks (Single Use) Licence has 
been issued by SafeWork NSW.  
 
For further information please contact SafeWork NSW on 13 10 50 or contact@safework.nsw.gov.au 
 
In addition to the SafeWork NSW approval you will also need a land use approval from Council. A 
Development Application for a temporary land use must be lodged with and approved by Council prior 
to the event. 
 
Both the SafeWork and Council approvals need to be in place prior to holding the event. 
 
If you are unsure whether you need a Council approval and if you need to make a booking for the site 
you can contact Council’s Customer Service Centre. 

http://www.workcover.nsw.gov.au/Publications/LicensingRegistrationandNotification/DangerousGoodsExplosivesFireworksPyrotechnics/Pages/licence_notification_fireworks_pyrotechnics.aspx
http://www.workcover.nsw.gov.au/Publications/LicensingRegistrationandNotification/DangerousGoodsExplosivesFireworksPyrotechnics/Pages/licence_notification_fireworks_pyrotechnics.aspx
mailto:contact@safework.nsw.gov.au


 

1 July 2016 

 
What do I need to submit with my Development Application? 
 
Development Applications submitted to Council must include the following minimum standard of 
information: 
 

 A completed Development Application form 

 A written justification for the proposed event 

 A completed Fireworks Display Checklist 

 A copy of the Applicant’s Public Liability Insurance Policy with a minimum $20,000,000 indemnity 
with Yass Valley Council nominated as an interested party 

 
What does Council consider when assessing my application? 
The issues Council will consider when determining a Development Application for a fireworks display 
include but are not limited to: 
 

 The appropriateness of the location of the display, e.g. the proximity of the site to residences, 
hospitals and animal establishments 

 The reason for the display, e.g. is the display in the public interest? (Information in relation to the 
public interest can be found on the NSW Ombudsman’s website at www.ombo.nsw.gov.au )  

 The types of firework that are proposed to be used, e.g. aerial fireworks as opposed to ground 
fireworks 

 The impact on any affected residents and businesses, e.g. has the approval or support of local 
residents and businesses been sought and obtained 

 The impact on animal welfare 

 Public Liability issues 

 Noise 

 Pollution 

 Public Nuisance 

 Appropriate notification by the applicant to properties surrounding the display area 

 Whether appropriate crowd and traffic management issues have been addressed where the 
display is likely to draw crowds 

 Any local conditions that are considered relevant to the application 
 
What happens if there is a total fire ban in place on the day of the event? 
 
No fireworks display will be permitted to be carried out during a fire ban. 
 
Other Relevant material 
 
Yass Valley Local Environmental Plan 2013 
Explosives Act 2003 
Explosives Regulation 2005 
Work Health & Safety Act 2011 
Australian Standard 2187.4 – 1998 (Pyrotechnics – Outdoor Displays) 
 

http://www.ombo.nsw.gov.au/
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